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Executive Summary

The SEO landscape has fundamentally changed. Traditional SEO platforms like
Semrush, Ahrefs, and Moz were built for the 2015 web—when Google was the
only search engine that mattered, manual audits were acceptable, and teams
had time to implement fixes one by one.

In 2026, that approach is obsolete. Modern SEO requires:

Multi-engine visibility: Google, Bing, AI search engines (ChatGPT,
Perplexity)

AI automation: Automated audits, fixes, and content generation

Speed: Real-time insights, not daily updates

Affordability: Transparent pricing without hidden per-seat costs

This report compares Orbit HQ against the leading legacy platforms across
features, pricing, automation capabilities, and real-world use cases.
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1. Methodology

This comparison was conducted in January 2026 using the following criteria:

Platforms evaluated: Orbit HQ, Semrush, Ahrefs, Surfer SEO, Moz Pro

Pricing tier: Mid-tier plans suitable for agencies and growing businesses

Testing period: 30-day evaluation of each platform

Evaluation criteria: Features, pricing, ease of use, automation, support, accuracy

Rating System

Category Weight Description

Feature
Completeness

30% Breadth and depth of SEO capabilities

AI Automation 25%
Automated audits, fixes, and content
generation

Pricing Value 20% Cost relative to features provided

User Experience 15% Interface design, speed, ease of use

Data Accuracy 10% Reliability of rankings, metrics, and insights



2. Feature Comparison Matrix

Core SEO Features

Feature Orbit HQ Semrush Ahrefs
Surfer
SEO

Moz Pro

Rank
Tracking

Real-time,
Multi-
engine

Daily,
Google
only

Daily,
Google
only

Weekly Weekly

Technical
SEO Audits

AI
Automated

Manual
review
required

Manual
review
required

Limited Basic

Keyword
Research

✓

Advanced
✓

Advanced
✓

Advanced
✓ Basic

✓

Moderate

Backlink
Analysis

✓ Quality-
focused

✓

Extensive
✓

Extensive
✗

✓

Moderate

Content
Optimization

AI Writer +
Optimizer

Templates
only

Basic
suggestions

✓

Advanced
Basic

Competitor
Analysis

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Site
Crawling

✓

Unlimited
Limited by
plan

Limited by
plan

✗
Limited
by plan

AI & Automation Features



Feature Orbit HQ Semrush Ahrefs
Surfer
SEO

Moz
Pro

AI Content
Writer

✓ Brand
Voice

✗ ✗ ✓ Basic ✗

Automated
Technical Fixes

✓ Code
Generation

✗ ✗ ✗ ✗

AI SEO
Suggestions

✓ Contextual
Rule-
based
only

Rule-
based
only

✓

Limited

Rule-
based
only

Brand Voice
Modeling

✓ Learns
from content

✗ ✗ ✗ ✗

Fallback AI
Routing

✓ Multi-
model

✗ ✗ ✗ ✗



3. Pricing Analysis & Total Cost of
Ownership

Base Plan Comparison (Annual Billing)

Platform Plan Name Monthly Cost Annual Cost Users Included

Orbit HQ Scale $159 $1,908 Unlimited

Semrush Guru $249 $2,988 1 (+$45/mo each)

Ahrefs Standard $199 $2,388 1 (no multi-user)

Surfer SEO Business $219 $2,628 3

Moz Pro Medium $179 $2,148 3

True Cost for a 5-Person Agency

Semrush Total Cost

Guru Plan: $249/mo

4 Additional Users: $180/mo ($45 × 4)

API Access: $200/mo

Total: $629/mo = $7,548/year

Orbit HQ Total Cost



Scale Plan: $159/mo

Unlimited Users: $0

API Access: Included

Total: $159/mo = $1,908/year

Annual Savings with Orbit HQ: $5,640

Hidden Costs Comparison

Add-on Orbit HQ Semrush Ahrefs

Additional Users Included $45/mo each Not available

API Access Included (Scale) $200/mo $500/mo

Historical Data Included Included Included

White Label Reports Included (Scale) Add-on Not available



4. AI Automation Capabilities

What Sets Orbit HQ Apart

Legacy platforms like Semrush and Ahrefs were built before modern AI. They can
identify issues but require manual fixes. Orbit HQ uses AI to both identify AND resolve
issues.

Technical SEO Automation

Task Legacy Platforms Orbit HQ

Missing Meta
Descriptions

Report lists 50 pages
You write 50 descriptions
manually

AI generates brand-aligned
descriptions
Review and deploy in
minutes

Schema Markup
Errors

Report shows errors
You debug JSON-LD
manually

AI generates corrected
schema
One-click implementation

Internal Linking
Gaps

Report suggests
opportunities
You manually add links

AI suggests contextual links
Auto-insert with approval

Image Alt Text
Lists missing alt tags
You write each one

AI generates descriptive alt
text
Bulk apply with review

Content Generation

Orbit HQ's AI content writer learns your brand voice by analyzing existing content.
Unlike generic AI tools:

Brand consistency: Matches your tone, style, and terminology



SEO optimization: Automatically includes target keywords naturally

Fact-checking: Validates claims against your product data

Multi-format: Blog posts, meta descriptions, social posts, ad copy



5. Multi-Engine Tracking

Why Google-Only Tracking Is Obsolete

In 2026, search traffic comes from multiple sources:

Bing: 20% market share and growing (Microsoft integration)

AI Search: ChatGPT, Perplexity, Google SGE changing how users search

International: Yandex (Russia/CIS), Baidu (China), Naver (Korea)

Vertical Search: Amazon, YouTube, App Stores

Search Engine Coverage

Search Engine Orbit HQ Semrush Ahrefs

Google ✓ ✓ ✓

Bing ✓ Real-time ✗ ✗

Yandex ✓ ✗ ✗

DuckDuckGo ✓ ✗ ✗

AI Search Visibility ✓ ChatGPT, Perplexity ✗ ✗

Real-World Impact

Case Study: SaaS Company

A B2B SaaS company using Orbit HQ discovered:



Google rankings: Position 8-12 for target keywords

Bing rankings: Position 2-4 for same keywords (less competition)

Result: 35% increase in organic traffic by optimizing for Bing

They would have missed this opportunity with Google-only tracking.



6. Use Case Recommendations

When to Choose Orbit HQ

Agencies: Unlimited users, white-label reports, client management

Startups: Affordable pricing, AI automation reduces manual work

SaaS Companies: Multi-engine tracking, content generation at scale

E-commerce: Product page optimization, international SEO

Content Teams: Brand voice AI writer, bulk content optimization

When to Consider Alternatives

Semrush: If you need the largest backlink database and are willing to pay premium
prices

Ahrefs: If backlink analysis is your primary focus (though Orbit HQ covers 90% of
use cases)

Surfer SEO: If you only need content optimization (no technical SEO, rank tracking,
etc.)

Moz Pro: If you're already invested in their ecosystem and don't need advanced
features

Feature Comparison by Use Case



Use Case
Best
Choice

Why

Agency with 5+ clients Orbit HQ Unlimited users, white-label, affordable

Backlink-focused SEO Ahrefs Largest backlink database

Content-only
optimization

Surfer SEO Specialized content tool

Full-stack SEO
automation

Orbit HQ
AI automation + multi-engine +
affordable

Enterprise with large
team

Orbit HQ Unlimited users vs. per-seat pricing



7. Migration Guide

Switching from Semrush to Orbit HQ

Timeline: 30 minutes to 2 hours

Step 1: Export Your Data (15 minutes)

Export keyword lists from Semrush

Download historical ranking data (CSV)

Save any custom reports or dashboards (screenshots)

Step 2: Set Up Orbit HQ (15 minutes)

Create account at tryorbithq.com

Connect Google Search Console

Connect Google Analytics (optional)

Add your domain(s)

Step 3: Import Keywords (10 minutes)

Upload keyword CSV to Orbit HQ

Orbit HQ automatically starts tracking rankings

Historical data begins accumulating immediately

Step 4: Run Initial Audit (Automatic)

Orbit HQ automatically crawls your site

AI audit identifies technical issues

Receive prioritized fix recommendations

Step 5: Invite Team (5 minutes)

Add unlimited team members (no extra cost)

https://tryorbithq.com/


Set permissions and roles

Configure notification preferences

Step 6: Cancel Semrush

Most Semrush plans require 30-day notice

Run both platforms in parallel for 30 days if needed

Cancel Semrush subscription after validation

Data Migration Support

Orbit HQ offers free migration assistance for Scale plan customers:

Dedicated migration specialist

Bulk keyword import

Custom report recreation

Team training session



8. Conclusion

Key Findings

Orbit HQ delivers 90% of the functionality of legacy platforms at 25% of
the cost, plus AI automation capabilities that legacy platforms don't offer.

Cost Savings

Orbit HQ Scale: $1,908/year

Semrush Guru (5 users + API): $7,548/year

Annual savings: $5,640

Unique Advantages

AI Automation: Automated technical fixes, content generation, brand voice
modeling

Multi-Engine Tracking: Google, Bing, Yandex, AI search engines

Unlimited Users: No per-seat pricing

Modern UX: Fast, intuitive interface built with modern technology

When Legacy Platforms Still Make Sense

Semrush and Ahrefs remain competitive if:

You need the absolute largest backlink database (though Orbit HQ covers 90% of
use cases)

You're heavily invested in their specific workflows and integrations

Budget is not a constraint



Final Recommendation

For most agencies, startups, and growing businesses, Orbit HQ is the clear choice in
2026. The combination of AI automation, multi-engine tracking, transparent pricing,
and modern UX makes it the best value in the SEO tool market.

Try Orbit HQ Risk-Free

Get Started Today

Visit tryorbithq.com to start optimizing your SEO

© 2026 Orbit HQ
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